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Stamp prices to go 
up 2 cents in May 

~ By Associated Press 
 

WASHINGTON ---- The U.S. Postal 
Service announced Tuesday that the 
price of a first-class stamp will rise 
to 44 cents on May 11. 
That gives plenty of time to stock up 
on Forever Stamps, which will con-
tinue to sell at the current 42-cent 
rate until the increase occurs. They 
will remain valid in the future 
regardless of rate hikes. 
"The Postal Service is not immune to 
rising costs which are affecting 
homes and businesses across 
America today," said Postmaster 
General John Potter. "Even with the 
increases, the Postal Service contin-
ues to offer some of the lowest 
postage prices in the world." 
Postage rates go up annually in May, 
with the new prices announced in 
February. The overall change is tied 
to the rate of inflation in the year 
before. 
 

While the new 44-cent rate covers 
the first ounce of first-class mail, the 
price for each additional ounce will 
remain unchanged at 17-cents. 
Postal officials estimate the increase 
will cost the average household $3-a-
year. 
Buffeted by rising costs and declin-
ing mail volume, the Postal Service 
lost $2.8 billion last year and, unless 
the economy turns around, is headed 
toward much larger losses this year. 
The agency could have cited extra-
ordinary circumstances and asked the 
independent Postal Regulatory 
Commission for larger increases, but 
officials felt that would only result in 
a greater decline in mail volume. 
The post office has been cutting 
costs, reducing work hours, and has 
asked Congress to ease requirements 
for advance funds for retiree benefits 
and to allow mail to be delivered five 
days a week instead of six. 
Other changes taking effect May 11: 

• The postcard stamp increases 1-
cent to 28 cents. 

• The first ounce of a large enve-
lope increases 5 cents to 88 cents. 

• The first ounce of a parcel 
increases 5 cents to $1.22. 

• New international postcard and 
letter prices are, for one ounce, 75 
cents to Canada; 79 cents to Mexico; 
and 98 cents elsewhere. 
Most Postal Service shipping ser-
vices prices were adjusted in January 
and will not change in May. 
Tuesday, February 10, 2009 
http://www.nctimes.com/articles/200
9/02/10/business/z9536b0cd0b06cde
18825755a0002cc26.txt 
http://www.usps.com 
 

 

 

 

• BORD Annual Business 
Mtg., Fri., Feb. 6, Hyatt Regency, 
Newport Beach, CA. Contact 
IPSSA executive office, 
ipssamail@aol.com or 888-360-9505. 

• IPSSA Annual Leadership 
Seminar, 20th Anniversary 
Celebration, Sat., Feb. 7, Hyatt 
Regency, Newport Beach, CA.  

• Western Pool and Spa 
Show, Mar. 12-14, Long Beach 
Convention Center, Long Beach, 
CA. www.westernshow.com. 

• R7 Board Meeting, Wed., 
Mar. 25, 7:00 p.m., SCP 
Conference Room (858-467-9495), 
5648 Copley Dr., San Diego.  

• R7 Board Meeting, Wed., 
June 24, 7:00 p.m., SCP 
Conference Room (858-467-9495), 
5648 Copley Dr., San Diego.  

• R7 Board Meeting, Wed., 
Sept. 23, 7:00 p.m., SCP 
Conference Room (858-467-9495), 
5648 Copley Dr., San Diego.  

• R7 Board Meeting, Wed., 
Dec. 16 (a week early), 7:00 p.m., 
SCP Conference Room (858-467-
9495), 5648 Copley Dr., San 
Diego.  

Cool Web Site 
For anyone who wants to learn more 
about swimming, swimming work-
outs, fitness, pools and spas: 
http://swimming.about.com/ 

Use this form to submit your articles 
to share with others: 
http://swimming.about.com/od/guestauth
or/Guest_Author.htm 
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