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Postal rates going up
— again

By Randolph E.
Associated Press

WASHINGTON - It's time to
stock up on Forever stamps.

The cost of mailing a letter will go
up a penny — to 42 cents — on May 12.

But the Forever stamps will still be
valid for first-class postage after that.
And they can be bought for 41 cents
until the new rates take place, postal
officials said.

The post office has sold 5 billion
Forever stamps since they were intro-
duced last April and it plans to have an
additional 5 billion in stock to meet the
expected demand before the May price
change, the agency said.

The charge for other services, such
as advertising mail, periodicals, pack-
ages, special services will also change.
Changes in the price for Priority Mail
and Express Mail will be announced
later, the agency said.

Postage rates last went up in May
2007, with a first-class stamp jumping
2 cents to the current 41-cent rate.

In the past raising postage rates was
a long, complex process involving
hearings before the independent Postal
Regulatory Commission, a process that
could take nearly a year.

But under the new law regulating
the post office that took effect in late
2006, the agency can increase rates
with 45-days notice as long as changes
are within the rate of inflation for the
previous 12 months. The Postal Regu-
latory Commission calculated that rate
at 2.9 percent through January, limit-
ing the first-class rate to an increase of
just over a penny.
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Under the new law, postal prices
will be adjusted each May, the Postal
Service said. Officials said they plan to
give 90 days notice of future changes,
twice what is required by law.

While the charge for the first ounce
of a first-class letter rises to 42 cents,
the price of each added ounce will
remain 17 cents, so a two-ounce letter
will go up a penny to 59 cents.

The cost to mail a post card will
also go up a penny, to 27 cents.

Other increases set for May 12:

e Large envelope, 2 ounces, $1, up 3
cents.

e Money Orders up to $500, $1.05,
unchanged.

Certified mail, $2.70, up 5 cents.

First-class international letter to

Canada or Mexico, 72 cents, up 3

cents.

e First-class international letter to
other countries, 94 cents, up 4
cents.
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How to Get Off
Mailing Lists

You may request the Direct Market-
ing Association, a trade group of
direct and interactive marketing
companies, to remove your name
from national contact lists. The asso-
ciation provides updates of removal
requests to companies four times a
year. Your name remains on file for
five years; you may then re-register.
Most registrations cost $1.

www.dmachoice.org/MPS/mps_cons
umer description.php

alendar of Events

o Daylight Savings Time Begins,
Sun., Mar. 9.
e Drowning Prevention Symposium,

Mar. 11-12, Hyatt Regency Irvine,
Irvine, Calif., www.ndpa.org.

e CPO Fusion Course, Mar. 12,
Long Beach Convention Center, Long
Beach, Calif., www.westernshow.com

¢ 30th Annual Western Pool

and Spa Show, Mar. 13-15, Long
Beach Convention Center, Long
Beach, Calif., www.westernshow.com

o St. Patrick’s Day, Mon, Mar. 17.
o Easter, Sun., Mar. 23.

e R7 Board Meeting, Wed., April
23 (4™ Wed. of the month), 7:00 p.m.,
SCP Conference Room, 5648 Copley
Dr., San Diego (858-467-9495).

¢ B.O.R.D. Mtg., Sat., May 3, Region
6, location TBD. Contact IPSSA

executive office, ipssamail@aol.com
or 888-360- 9505.

o R7 Board Meeting, Wed.,, July
23, 7:00 p.m., SCP Conference Room,

5648 Copley Dr., San Diego (858-
467-9495).

e B.O.R.D. Mtg. Sat, Aug. 2,

Region 10, location TBD. Contact
IPSSA executive office,

ipssamail@aol.com or 888-360- 9505.

May your pockets Dbe
heavy and your heart
be light,

May good luck pursue
you each morning and
night.

~Irish Blessing
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